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On July 13, 2017, torrential downpours hit 
Licking County leading to flash flooding 
in Hebron and Pataskala. In Hebron, the 
rising floodwaters threatened residents of 
a mobile home park prompting evacuation 
efforts. Many residents of the mobile home 
park have mobility issues and were not able 
to leave their homes without assistance. 
Rescuers used boats to transport many of 
the residents to safety. The American Red 
Cross was quickly called in by the Licking 
County Emergency Management Agency to 
assist victims. 

John and Juanita were rescued by boat and 
then taken by ambulance to the Red Cross 
staging area. When the couple realized that 
they would need to spend the night at the 
Red Cross Shelter, they became concerned. 
They had left everything behind – including 
Juanita’s heart medication and their dog.
Seeing Juanita’s distress, Red Cross 
workers brought her back to the rescue 
area where she was taken by boat to 
retrieve her medications and the family 

dog. Once the dog was safe, 
the Licking County Humane 
Society was contacted 
and they quickly offered to 
provide temporary boarding. 
 
The next day, Juanita’s health 
required her to be transported 
to a medical facility. John 
was beside himself with 
worry as his vehicles had 
been damaged in the flood 

and he had no means of transportation. 
The Red Cross was able to provide direct 
financial assistance. Then, the Red Cross 
connected John with the Hebron Lions 
which provided additional assistance. 

John was overwhelmed with gratitude now 
that he was able to be with his wife.

With the assistance of the emergency 
responders, the Red Cross, Licking County 
Humane Society, and the Hebron Lions, 
John and Juanita weathered the storm and 
received the help they needed. Even their 
dog made a few new friends during his stay 
with the Humane Society.

The American Red Cross is able to respond 
to local disasters thanks to your donations 
to United Way of Licking County. Last year, 
UWLC provided $75,800 to the American 
Red Cross of Licking County. 
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LOCAL DISASTER PROMPTS COMMUNITY COLLABORATION

United Way of Licking County

UPCOMING EVENTS
WOMEN UNITED EVENT
November 29, 2018
5:00 pm - 7:00 pm
Davis Shai House
LMH Chef Brian Merritt shares 
holiday culinary secrets.
RSVP @ unitedwaylc.org by
November 16, 2018
WOMEN UNITED EVENT
March 7, 2019
5:00 pm - 9:00 pm
Doubletree Hotel
Guest Speaker Theresa Flores 
will share her story as a survivor 
of and campaigner against sex 
trafficking. 
ANNUAL MEETING & 
RECOGNITION BREAKFAST 
April 4, 2019
7:00 am - 9:00 am
Denison University

FOLLOW US
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We sat down with BBBSPL to learn 
more about their program and how it 
benefits our community. 
Who do you serve?   
BBBSPL serves children who desire 
a mentor to help guide them through 
life’s challenges. Eighty-five percent of 
the children served are eligible for free 
or reduced-price lunches.  Seventy 
percent of the children are from 
single parent households. Eighty-five 
percent are below the poverty level 
and twenty-one percent have a parent 
in prison. Thirty-six percent of the 
children we serve are being raised by 
grandparents.  

What are the most critical issues 
facing your program?   
Our most critical issues are finding 
enough volunteers to mentor the 
children.  We had over 100 children 
on a waiting list last year due to a 
shortage of willing volunteer adults 
in our communities.  The need for 
volunteers continues this year and 
BBBSPL is stepping up outreach 
efforts to find and train more 
volunteers.  One hour a week for a 
minimum of one year is our request of 
the volunteers.

The opioid crisis has impacted 
children everywhere.  Our agency is 
currently providing mentoring services 
to many children affected by the crisis 
in Licking County. The one-to-one 
mentoring helps the children involved 
experience consistency as they 
have an adult to help navigate these 
challenges of life. 

How does your organization work to 
improve life in Licking County?   
By providing one-to-one mentors for 
children, the outcomes show these 
children improve in the areas of Social 
Acceptance, Scholastic Competence, 
Educational Expectations, Grades, 
Attitudes Toward Risky Behaviors and 
Parental Trust. Ninety-eight percent 
of the children we serve in the school-
based setting show improvement in at 
least five of these areas, and eighty-
seven percent in at least six of the 
areas. Our community-based program 
shows that eighty-five percent of the 
children improve in five or more areas.

How has United Way of Licking 
County helped your program?   
United Way of Licking County has 

helped our program sustain activities 
and programs through funding.
BBBSPL has always said that UWLC
is the only continual funding that we 
have received both in good and hard 
times.  Without UWLC assistance 
and our own personal fundraising, 
we would not have any sustainable 
sources of income. 

Thanks to your generous donations, 
United Way of Licking County was 
able to provide $84,000 to BBBSPL in 
2018.

Funded Partner Profile 
Big Brothers Big Sisters of 
Perry and Licking Counties
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For 85 years, United Way of Licking County has been committed to improving lives by 
addressing the needs in our community. We couldn’t do it without you, our donors and 
supporters, and people like Jim & Amy Matesich who are featured this month. Your support 
has allowed us to identify the most critical issues facing our community and to fund the 
programs that are facing those issues head on. Your donations make it possible to support 
programs like the Red Cross, Big Brothers Big Sisters, and so many more. 

Please accept my heartfelt thanks for standing with us as we fight to make a real difference 
in the lives of so many of our friends and neighbors. We have one life. 
To live better, we must Live United.

From the Executive Director

Mission statement:  To provide 
children facing adversity with 
strong, enduring and professionally 
supported one-to-one relationships 
that change their lives for the 
better, forever.
Executive Director: Jennifer Utrevis
Year the organization was founded: 
1973
Number of staff: 16
People served annually: 600+
Annual Budget: $525,000



For this edition of our newsletter, we 
spoke with United Way donors and 
community leaders, Jim and Amy 
Matesich. 

UW: Jim and Amy, tell us a little about 
your backgrounds.
Jim:  I was born in Zanesville, 
Ohio and graduated from Bishop 
Rosecrans High School in Zanesville. 
I received my undergraduate degree 
in Business Administration from The 
Ohio State University and my MBA 
from Ohio University. I have lived in 
Licking County since 1978. My career 
since graduating from OSU, has been 
completely dedicated to my family’s 
business, Matesich Distributing, for 
which I have been working for 41 
years.
Amy: I was born in Newark, Ohio. 
I graduated from Newark High 
School and earned a B.S. degree 
in Organizational Communication 
from Ohio University. After living 
in Atlanta, Georgia for 19 years, I 
returned to Licking County in 1998. 
I retired 8 years ago from my own 
business in which I contracted to the 
telecommunications industry in cell 
site acquisition and development. We 
have 3 daughters and 8 grandchildren.
 
UW:  If you had a family slogan, what 
would it be?  
Jim & Amy:  Do the right thing, always.

UW:  Why did you first give to United 
Way of Licking County? 

Jim & Amy:  We see the United 
Way of Licking County as a conduit 
of resources for a coordination 
of services needed by citizens of 
our community.  We continue to 
believe it is an efficient manner to 
provide these resources and identify 
services needed by members of our 
community.

UW:  What are the most critical 
results you expect our organization to 
produce?  
Jim & Amy:  We expect the United 
Way of Licking County to identify 
those services provided by Licking 
County groups which will address 
the greatest need of members of 
our community.  We also expect the 
United Way to be an excellent steward 
of the resources provided through 
donations, being 
efficient in managing 
and disposing of those 
resources.

UW:  What changes do 
you believe would make 
the world a better place? 
Jim & Amy:  Human 
decency and 
compassion.

UW:  What would you 
like to pass on to future 
generations? 
Jim & Amy:  We would like to pass on 
to future generations the importance 
of being involved in supporting 

agencies and programs which provide 
a service to our community, which in 
turn makes our community a better to 
place to live, work and raise a family.

UW:  Do you have any hobbies you 
enjoy together?  
Jim & Amy:  Golf and travel

UW:  What is your favorite movie?  
Jim: National Lampoon’s Christmas 
Vacation 
Amy: The Wizard of Oz

UW:  If you could have dinner with 
anyone from history, who would it be 
and why?  
Jim:  I would like to have dinner with 
my Grandfather and learn more about 
my family’s heritage in Yugoslavia.

Thank you, Jim & Amy, for 
your support of United Way 
of Licking County and our 
community! 

Donor Profile: Jim & Amy Matesich

Tocqueville Society Step-Up Program
United Way of Licking County offers a unique way to 
join the Tocqueville Society that gives you immediate 
membership while allowing you to “step-up” your 
contribution over a three-year period. During that time, 
you will be recognized as a member of the Alexis de 
Tocqueville Society with full membership benefits. After 
three years, you can continue giving at the full membership 
level.

Step-Up Pledge Plan
1st year -  $5,000
2nd year -  $7,500
3rd year -  $10,000 
For more information on the Tocqueville Society and 
Leadership Giving, contact: 
Leslie Poole, Development Officer 
740.334.4215 • lpoole@unitedwaylc.org



UNITED WE FIGHT

UNITED WE WIN
LIVE UNITED

What mark do you want to leave 
on the world? What are the values 
that drive you? What matters most? 
Whether it’s your time, talent, or 
making a contribution, giving back 
can be one of life’s greatest rewards. 

It’s important to be strategic about 
your philanthropy so you can make 
the most of your contributions. Here 
are some of the various ways you can 
put your charitable dollars to work:

Direct donation. A direct donation 
is a gift that is received in full by the 
recipient of choice. Nonprofits that  
are 501(c)(3) public charities are tax-
exempt, and therefore the government 
allows you to deduct any direct 
donations from your taxable income at 
the end of the year.

Donor-Advised Fund (DAF). A donor-
advised fund is operated by a public 
charity. As the donor, you  
recommend the organizations that are 
to receive grants from the DAF, but all 
administrative duties and taxes are  
handled by the charity.

Designating a charity as a life 
insurance beneficiary. Another way 
to share your wealth is to designate 
a charity as a beneficiary on your life 
insurance policy. This is relatively 
easy to do, and you have the right to 
revoke the gift at any time by simply 
changing the policy’s beneficiary. 
While this type of giving may provide 
an estate tax deduction, you will not 
receive any income tax benefits.

Charitable Trusts. There are two main 
types of charitable trusts: Charitable 
Remainder Trusts and Charitable Lead 
Trusts.

Charitable Remainder Trusts (CRTs): 
CRTs allow you to give money to both 
a beneficiary (such as yourself) and  
a cause you care about. 

Charitable Lead Trusts (CLTs): CLTs 
operate differently than CRTs. CLT 
beneficiaries are paid only after the 
income is paid to the charitable 
organization for a number of years. 

Charitable Gift Annuity (CGA). A CGA 
is a contract between you and a 
qualified charity in which you make 
a gift to the charity and, in exchange, 
the charity provides you (or other 
annuitant(s)) with a lifetime fixed 
income  stream. 

Private Foundation. A private 
foundation is a nonprofit organization 
created with endowments from 
individuals, families or corporations. 
Private foundations are required to 
give away at least 5% of their net 
investable assets each year.

There are countless ways to use your 
resources—money, time, networks, 
expertise, and perhaps even social 
influence—to give back. Whatever 
the size and scope of your giving, a 
Financial Advisor can help you make 
a plan that reflects your priorities and 
works within your budget.  

Leadership gifts provide ongoing 
support for our community’s most 
critical needs. If you would like more 
information on United Way of Licking 
County’s leadership giving programs, 
please contact Leslie Poole at 
lpoole@unitedwaylc.org or 
740.334.4215

Monday - Thursday
8:00 am - 5:00 pm
Friday 8:00 am - 12:00 pm

50 S. Second St., 2nd Floor
PO Box 4490
Newark, OH 43055

lpoole@unitedwaylc.org
Phone: 740.345.6685
Fax: 740.345.7712

How to Give Your Time, Talent and Resources GIVE. ADVOCATE. VOLUNTEER.

--------------------------------

IN 2018
United Way of Licking County

funded 47 programs
distributing $1.1 million

We are more than the fundraisers. 
We are the Hand Raisers.

The Game Changers.

The-stop-talking-start-doing-
band-together-and-take-on-the-

impossible-task-masters. 

To live better,
we must Live United

--------------------------------


