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After battling addiction and leaving an 
abusive relationship, Lydia turned her life 
around with the help of several community 
programs. Her joy and gratitude are evident 
in her letter below.

“I just want to state that anything is 
possible! Thanks to Lift Court, New 
Beginnings, Coalition for Housing, my 
12-step program, my higher power as well 
as my family and friends in recovery, I am 
1 year and 7 months clean after being 
addicted to heroin. I started all these 
programs in February of 2017, and it was 
not easy to get where I am but it’s totally 
worth it! I’ve realized you can do anything 
you set your mind to as long as you keep 
doing the next right thing! 

I had lost everything to 
addiction and a severely 
abusive relationship, 
including myself. But I 
am here today to prove 
these programs work 
and are great resources 
to get a fresh clean start 
at getting back on your 
own two feet! I know I 
still have a long way to 
go to be where I want, 
but I do know one thing 
and that is that I’m well 
on my way to a better 
me and I can’t express 

enough of my gratitude for all the help I’ve 
received along the way!”

Lydia has also paid off debt, moved into 
permanent housing, and is planning to 
go back to school! Lydia’s amazing life 
transformation couldn’t have happened 
without your support. 

United Way of Licking County provides 
funding for The Licking County Coalition 
for Housing and The Center for New 
Beginnings. Last year, thanks to you, United 
Way of Licking County provided $105,900 
to these life-changing programs. Thank you 
for making a difference for Lydia and our 
community!

A NEWSLETTER FOR OUR FRIENDS IN LICKING COUNTY

OVERCOMING BARRIERS AND INSPIRING OTHERS

United Way of Licking County

UPCOMING EVENTS
ANNUAL MEETING
& RECOGNITION BREAKFAST
April 4, 2019
6:30 am - 9:00 am
Mitchell Center at 
Denison University
RSVP@unitedwaylc.org 
by March 21, 2019

Change can happen when the community works together

UNITED WE FIGHT

UNITED WE WIN
LIVE UNITED

FOLLOW US

HOURS
Monday - Thursday
8:00 am - 5:00 pm
Friday 8:00 am - 12:00 pm

ADDRESS
50 S. Second St., 2nd Floor
PO Box 4490
Newark, OH 43055

GET IN TOUCH
lpoole@unitedwaylc.org
Phone: 740.345.6685
Fax: 740.345.7712



We sat down with Girl Scouts of Ohio’s 
Heartland to find out more about how 
they are creating future leaders here in 
Licking County.

Whom do you serve?
We serve girls between the ages of 5-17 
(grades K-12) in Licking County and 
throughout central Ohio. 

What are the most critical issues facing 
your program?
The most critical issues facing Girl 
Scouts of Ohio’s Heartland is our 
need for volunteers. The Girl Scout 
Leadership Experience traditional 
troop program relies on volunteers 
as troop leaders to guide the girls in 
discovering their talents, connecting 
with others, and taking action to serve 
the community. Anyone who passes our 
background check can be a troop leader, 
not just parents of participating girls. 

How does your organization work to 
improve life in Licking County?
Girl Scouts of Ohio’s Heartland is 
creating the future leaders of Licking 
County. Girls who participate in Girl 
Scouts learn leadership and conflict 
resolution skills, seek challenges, 
and are committed to serving their 
community.

Has UWLC worked with your 
organization to solve community 
problems?
United Way of Licking County has been 
an incredible partner in connecting Girl 
Scouts of Ohio’s Heartland with other 
local organizations and schools. With 
their support, we are able to show the 
power of being a G.I.R.L. (Go-Getter, 
Innovator, Risk Taker, Leader)™ and help 
young women develop a passion for 
serving their community. For example, 
in December 2018, Troop 1842 earned 
their Bronze Award – the highest award 
a Girl Scout Junior can receive – by 
volunteering with the Licking County 
Humane Society and helping homeless 
and neglected pets. 

How does UWLC funding help you 
grow?
Without the support of the United 
Way of Licking County, Girl Scouts of 
Ohio’s Heartland would not be able to 
provide for the hundreds of girls who 
participate in Girl Scouts every year. 
Their generosity ensures girls have 
access to a variety of programming in 
STEM (science, technology, engineering, 
and math), conflict resolution, 
entrepreneurship, and leadership skills. 
Each year, we continue to try to serve 
more girls in Licking County. 

What else would you like the 
community to know about your 
organization?
Girl Scouts is the premier leadership 
organization for girls. By teaching 

(Troop #1842 Volunteering at Licking County 

Humane Society)

girls the power of being a 
G.I.R.L.  (Go-Getter, Innovator, Risk 
Taker, Leader)™ and instilling the 
importance of leadership, advocacy, 
and service at every grade level, girls 
will be able to coach their peers to do 
the same, creating a stronger pipeline 
of women that are leaders in their 
careers and the community of Licking 
County. 

Thanks to your generous donations, 
United Way of Licking County provided 
$15,000 to Girl Scouts of Ohio’s 
Heartland in 2018.

Funded Partner Profile:
Girl Scouts of Ohio’s Heartland, Inc.

The Legacy Society 

United Way of Licking County’s Legacy Society includes 
individuals who make the extraordinary decision to invest 
in the future of our community through a planned gift to 
United Way of Licking County.

Your Legacy Society gift will help bridge the gap between 
the funds raised annually and funds needed long-term to 
make a measurable difference in people’s lives.

Make a lasting impact and care for your community well 
beyond your lifetime with a planned gift to United Way of 
Licking County.

For more information, contact Leslie Poole at 
(740) 345-6685 or lpoole@unitedwaylc.org. 

Mission statement:  To build 
girls of courage, confidence, and 
character who make the world a 
better place.
CEO: Tammy Wharton
Year founded: 1912
Number of staff: 
88 council-wide
3 Licking County
People served annually: 
1,300 in Licking County
Annual Budget: $376,000 
in Licking County



For this edition of our newsletter, we 
spoke with longtime Licking County 
resident and recent United Way donor, 
Lee Esworthy. 

Calvin “Lee” Esworthy was born 
and raised in the Toboso area with 
Blackhand Gorge as his playground. 
Immediately after graduating from 
the then Hanover-Toboso High School 
(now Licking Valley), Lee joined the 
United States Navy to fight in WWII, 
serving from 1943-1946. After the war, 
Lee met and married his wife, Hazel 
Perry Esworthy. They were married 
for 71 years, raising son Gerald and 
daughter Sheila.

Lee tried his hand at several jobs 
before deciding to become a Newark 
firefighter in 1950. He was with the 
Newark Fire Department for 25 years 
with the majority of his time at the 
east-end station. In his spare time, 
Lee kept busy putting up antennas 
for some of the first televisions in the 
community, purchasing and renting 
homes, and traveling. 

UW: Why did you first give to United 
Way of Licking County? 
LE: While always active in the 
community, I have never given to 
United Way until recently. After 
reading several articles in the local 
paper about the need I decided I 
should try to help. United Way seems 
to be the right choice to make the 
biggest difference and help the most 
people.

UW: Why do you give to United Way 
and what does our mission mean to 
you?
LE:  I give to UWLC because I want to 
do the most good with what I have. 
I know UWLC can do that with my 
donation.

UW: What are the most critical 
results you expect our organization to 
produce? 
LE:   I believe the biggest need 
is caring for the children in our 
community. 

UW: What do you tell others about 
United Way? 
LE: Giving to UWLC will help multiple 
people.

UW: Why does United Way matter to 
you? Why now in particular? 

LE: At 93 years old, I am in a place 
in my life where I have few needs. 
Learning about the needs in the 
community and how United Way is 
able to help so many people opened 
my eyes and made me want to give to 
United Way.

UW: Do you have any hobbies? 
LE: I played baseball, fished, bowled, 
and played golf. I just recently gave 
up golf. Now I stay active collecting 
historical items, keeping up on current 
events, and caring for my home.

UW: If you could have dinner with 
anyone from history, who would it be 
and why?
LE: If I could have dinner with anyone 
it would be Abraham Lincoln. I recently 
acquired an old newspaper article on 
President Lincoln that has rekindled 
my interest. 

Thank you, Mr. Esworthy, for your 
support of United Way of Licking County 

and our community! 

Donor Profile: 
Lee Esworthy

The Collective Impact Model
By Deb Dingus, UWLC Executive Director

United Way has evolved from its 
roots as a fundraising organization 
to a critical community convener that 
mobilizes local partners, including 
businesses, community leaders, 
public officials and community 
residents, to expand opportunities for 
people to succeed.

Creating the scope and depth 
of change our communities 
need requires broad community 
participation and collaboration – first 
to ensure that local plans reflect 
local perspectives, conditions, data 
and assets, and then to implement 

those plans successfully and achieve 
lasting change.

The collective impact model is not 
about raising dollars and distributing 
funds. It is about coming together to 
address issues. Each sector in our 
community, public and private, brings 
its own perspective in how to tackle 
critical problems. Visualize each 
of these sectors as the spokes in a 
wheel. In this wheel, United Way is the 
hub that connects the spokes, joining 
them together so they can function as 
a whole. 

                                                ...Continued



Life insurance can be an excellent tool 
for charitable giving. Not only does 
life insurance allow you to make a 
substantial gift to charity at relatively 
little cost to you, but you may also 
benefit from tax laws that apply to 
gifts of life insurance.

Why use life insurance for charitable 
giving?

Life insurance allows you to make 
a much larger gift to charity than 
you might otherwise be able to 
afford. Although the cost to you 
(your premiums) is relatively small, 
the amount the charity will receive 
(the death benefit) can be quite 
substantial. As long as you continue to 
pay the premiums on the life insurance 
policy, the charity is guaranteed to 
receive the proceeds of the policy 
when you die. (Guarantees are subject 
to the claims-paying ability of the 
issuing insurance company.) Since 
life insurance proceeds paid to a 
charity are not subject to income and 
estate taxes, probate costs, and other 
expenses, the charity can count on 
receiving 100 percent of your gift.

Giving life insurance to charity also 
has certain income tax benefits. 
Depending on how you structure 

your gift, you may be able to take an 
income tax deduction equal to your 
basis in the policy or its fair market 
value (FMV), and you may be able 
to deduct the premiums you pay for 
the policy on your annual income tax 
return. When an insurance contract 
is transferred to a charity, the donor’s 
income tax charitable deduction 
is based on the lesser of FMV or 
adjusted cost basis.

Ways to give life insurance to charity:

The simplest way to use life insurance 
to give to a charity is to name a charity 
to receive the benefits of your life 
insurance policy. You, as owner of the 
policy, simply designate the charity as 
beneficiary. Designating the charity 
as beneficiary may allow you to make 
a larger gift than you could otherwise 
afford. If the policy is a form of cash 
value life insurance, you still have 
access to the cash value of the policy 
during your lifetime. When you die, the 
proceeds are included in your gross 
estate, although the full amount of the 
proceeds payable to the charity can be 
deducted from your gross estate.

Another alternative is to donate an 
existing life insurance policy to charity. 
To do this, you must assign all rights 

in the policy to the charity. You must 
also deliver the policy itself to the 
charity. By doing this, you give up all 
control of the life insurance policy 
forever. This strategy provides the full 
tax advantages of charitable giving 
because the transfer of ownership is 
irrevocable. You may be able to take 
an income tax deduction equal to the 
lesser of your adjusted cost basis or 
FMV. The policy is not included in your 
gross estate when you die, unless you 
die within three years of the transfer. 
In this case, your estate would get an 
offsetting charitable deduction.

One creative way to use life insurance 
to donate to a charity is simply for 
the charity to insure you. To use this 
strategy, you would allow the charity 
to purchase an insurance policy on 
your life. You would make annual 
tax-deductible gifts to the charity in an 
amount equal to the premium, and the 
charity would pay the premium to the 
insurance company. 

Planned gifts, such as life insurance, 
provide ongoing support for our 
community’s most critical needs. If 
you would like more information on 
how you can leave a legacy, please 
contact Leslie Poole at lpoole@
unitedwaylc.org or 740-345-6685.

Life Insurance and Charitable Giving GIVE. ADVOCATE. VOLUNTEER.

...Collective Impact Model continued

We, at United Way, have a 
responsibility to listen, understand, 
and respond to the different sectors 
involved in our community. By 
bringing everyone together, we bring 
validity to our differences and uplift 
our commonalities. Impact happens 
when we bring together a collective 
of ideas, voices, experiences, and 
theories. 

One of the ways we do this is through 
our Community Partners Council 
which meets quarterly to address the 
most critical community issues. We 
also convene around specific issues 
such as homelessness and addiction, 
bringing partners together to find 
solutions. 

Together, with our community 
partners, we must tap into people’s 
aspirations, focus on issues and 
underlying conditions for change, 

and bring people and organizations 
together to create collective impact.
It is a new day for United Way. We 
are more than the fundraisers – we 
are the Hand Raisers. The Game 
Changers. We fight for those who 
need a voice, for the health, education, 
and financial stability of every person 
in every community. Because change 
doesn’t happen alone. We have one 
life. 
To live better, we must Live United.


